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Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day diversity speech 
inspires campus
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Though Rose-Hulman may not give stu-
dents the day off for Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day, the institute took some time 
Tuesday to observe the holiday by recog-
nizing student leaders and diversity on its 
own campus.
President Matt Branam and Delano 
White, former CEO of the National Society of 
Black Engineers (NSBE), spoke at a dinner 
for student leaders and members of student 
diversity organizations held Tuesday even-
ing. The speeches centered on the contribu-
tions of Martin Luther King, Jr. to modern 
society, as well as Rose-Hulman’s continuing 
effort to improve diversity within its student 
body.
Among those recognized were presidents 
of student organizations, members of the So-
ciety of Asian Scientists & Engineers, the So-
ciety of Hispanic Professional Engineers, the 
Society of Women Engineers, the National 
Society of Black Engineers, and members of 
the President’s Diversity Advisory Council.
At the dinner, Branam shared several an-
ecdotes of how times have changed at Rose-
Hulman since the 1970s. The student popu-
lation has diversified considerably, growing 
from an all-male, 98%-white population into 
a campus that features over 20% female en-
rollment and a wide variety of races. White’s 
keynote also focused on themes of increasing 
diversity.
The Diversity Advisory Council and 
Chrysler jointly sponsored the dinner.
Above, hosts  Kristen Lat-
ta of SWE and EJ Oruche 
of NSBE open the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Student 
Leadership Dinner. Left, 
President Matt Branam ad-
dresses the attendees.
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Ranjana Chandramouli
staff writer
Just a few weeks before the 
annual Winter Career Fair on 
campus, Rose students were 
given a different and lively 
way to meet with a potential 
employer – a card tournament 
and a concert. On Friday, Jan-
uary 14, Arcelor Mittal, a steel 
production company, spon-
sored a Euchre tournament 
and a performance by the San 
Francisco-based a cappella 
group “The House Jacks” on 
the Rose-Hulman campus. 
Charity Mouck, who is the 
associate director of Career 
Services, says that the benefit 
for a company like Arcelor Mit-
tal to sponsor events like this is 
the “exposure to a large num-
ber of students who [could be] 
interested in…opportunities at 
their company.” 
These companies want to 
be on campus and part of 
Rose-Hulman community, 
where they can interact with 
the students in a relaxed and 
comfortable environment, ac-
cording to Kevin Hewerdine, 
the director of Career Services. 
“While companies are able to 
connect with students at the 
quarterly career fairs held on 
campus,” he says, “it is great 
for a company to hold a fun 
event like this to be able to re-
ally connect with a group of 
students, recruiters and alum-
ni as well as gain valuable time 
to grow to know them more 
personally.”
The Euchre tournament 
ran tangent to a networking 
event for Arcelor Mittal in the 
Hulman Memorial Union on 
Friday afternoon. Over 250 
students participated in the 
tournament and the network-
ing event, where they were 
able to talk at extended length 
with career representatives 
about potential employment 
opportunities. With 164 tour-
nament entries in the form of 
82 teams, seniors Ian Hart-
sook and Mitchell Thieme, 
chemical and software engi-
neering majors respectively, 
were crowned the winners of 
the Euchre tournament.
The evening concluded with 
a concert that was on the list 
for the Performing Arts series 
at Hatfield Hall. Arcelor Mittal 
chose to sponsor “The House 
Jacks,” five men who perform 
all their acoustics and songs 
with just their voices. The 
House Jacks performed their 
first concert of 2011 for Rose-
Hulman students and the 
Terre Haute community with 
a mix of songs off their new 
album “Level,” covers of well-
known favorites and audience 
requests.  
Rose-Hulman has a vari-
ety of opportunities like these 
events sponsored by Arcelor 
Mittal available to companies 
that could factor into their 
recruiting strategies as they 
look on campus for potential 
interns or full-time employ-
ees right before the career fair. 
They are valuable to students 
looking for employment op-
portunities as well as to the 
university for the funds they 
give in tandem to their spon-
sorship. 
Mouck says that Rose-Hul-
man “values the investment 
these companies make in our 
campus community and cul-
ture.” Hewerdine commented 
that it’s important that “stu-
dents show support” for com-
panies that come to sponsor 
events on campus to show our 
interest in their commitment 
to the Rose community.
Companies like Rockwell 
Collins, RenCon Energy, and 
Caterpillar have all also spon-
sored relaxed, fun events on 
campus to get to know the 
Rose community just a little 
bit better. 
Euchre tournament, concert provide entertainment
A cappella  group “The House Jacks” performed  in Hatfield Hall Friday 
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I would like to run an organized and successful 
senate. Primarily, I would like to have more stu-
dent involvement on important issues.  I plan to 
make a Facebook page to more effectively com-
municate events, issues, agenda, and meeting 
minutes.
As an officer I would improve the organization by 
making SGA better known on campus.  I would also 
improve the SGA constitution by making it better 
geared toward helping the students, especially clubs. 
As an executive officer I believe it is vital for the SGA 
to be aware of each club and its activities.  If elected, 
I would create at least one event dedicated entirely to 
the campus organizations, and encourage every club 
to participate. I believe this is vital to keep a good 
relationship between the clubs and Student Govern-
ment.  Finally, I would request feedback from each of 
the SGA sponsored clubs on ways the Student Gov-
ernment Association could better serve and aid their 
organizations.  
It is astounding how big the chasm between the 
student body and SGA is. I find this ironic seeing 
how the student body funds our budget (hundreds of 
thousands of dollars).  They have no clue where their 
money is going.  I plan to increase SGA interaction 
with the student body to get people involved in not 
only decision making but in event planning and com-
mittee decisions because of this reason.  I also want 
SGA to be more approachable by the student body 
and this can only be done by word of mouth and net-
working. I want to change the face of SGA and what 
it means to students because, as of now, it means 
nothing to the majority of campus.  I want to form 
an executive board that is down to Earth and easy to 
talk to.  I want to have a closer interaction with the 
clubs and I want our senators to take their positions 
with more responsibility and really get their floors 
involved in decision making. I want SGA to bring 
more events to campus, start to rebuild tradition we 
have lost and build new traditions for future Fightin’ 
Engineers to carry on. 
ElEctions will bE hEld 
wEdnEsday, January 26 
from 12:01 to 11:59 p.m.
on bannEr wEb
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“Working to keep the Rose-Hulman community informed by providing an accurate and dependable source for news and information.”
The Rose Thorn is a weekly publication pro-
duced by the members of  the community of  
Rose-Hulman Institute of  Technology pub-
lished on Fridays first through ninth week 
each quarter. All students, faculty, and staff  
are welcome to attend weekly meetings, held 
at 5:15pm on Wednesdays in Olin Hall.  We 
also welcome and encourage all community 
members to submit articles, photographs, car-
toons, and letters to the editor for publication.
We request that all letters to the editor be less 
than 600 words in length, and the deadline for 
content submission is 5:00 p.m. two days prior to 
publication. The editors reserve the right to edit 
submissions for clarity, grammar, length, and fac-
tual errors, while preserving the original intent of  
the submission. The editors reserve the right to 
accept content changes submitted after deadline. 
All submissions must contain the writer’s signa-
ture (electronic form is acceptable) and contact 
information. The editors reserve the right to re-
ject submissions deemed inappropriate for print.
All content should be submitted to thorn@
rose-hulman.edu or to the office of  The Rose 
Thorn in Hulman Memorial Union room 249. 
Material submitted for use in the print edi-
tion may also be included in the online edi-
tion located at http://thorn.rose-hulman.edu.
The views expressed in The Rose Thorn are those 
of  their respective authors and, with the exception 
of  the weekly Staff  View published in the Opin-
ions section, do not necessarily represent the views 
of  the staff  or the Rose-Hulman community.
the rose thorn
Tim Ekl • editor-in-chief
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Scott Gallmeier • news
Colin DeClue • entertainment
Melissa Schwenk • living
Carly Baehr • opinions
Tim Boyer • sports
Noël Spurgeon • flipside
Emily Asman • copy
Andrew Klusman • business
Kurtis Zimmerman • web
Richard House • adviser
Eli Baca • writer
Mitchell Ishmael • writer
John Lawrence • writer
Stephen Mayhew • writer
Matt Melton • writer
Bennie Waters • writer
Hobey Tam • writer
Kurtis Zimmerman • writer
Rose Brewer • puzzles
Matt Vargo • photographer
Carly Baehr • cartoonist
We’re recruiting! come get some free pizzA And
leArn About Writing for the rose thorn!
WednesdAys @ 5:15 p.m. in olin 259.
Alex Mullans • editor-in-chief
Attend one of President Branam’s 
speeches or pick up any Rose brochure 
you can find and you’ll likely find a 
reference to STEM — Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics. Rose’s excellence in teaching the 
STEM fields is well-known and exem-
plified by awards like the #1 ranking 
from U.S. News and World Report.
But Rose’s commitment to excel-
lence in STEM education isn’t lim-
ited to the realm of higher education. 
Through the PRISM project under the 
direction of Humanities and Social 
Sciences Professor Patricia Carlson, 
Rose-Hulman is forging a path into 
the future of teaching STEM subjects 
in Indiana. The project provides In-
diana educators with free online re-
sources that enhance the teaching of 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics courses in primary and 
secondary education.
“We believe that students need to 
learn 21st Century skills by using vari-
ous simulations and 
modeling software re-
sources that mirror 
the digital tools used 
in the modern practice 
of STEM disciplines in 
the workplace,” said 
Carlson.
The project isn’t just 
a pretty website, how-
ever. Wednesday saw 
the Hulman Union’s 
Kahn Rooms overtaken by educators 
participating in a seminar for I-STEM 
hosted by PRISM. The seminar was 
open to all Indiana teachers of K-12 
science and demonstrated the Indiana 
Science Initiative, a new curriculum 
up for adoption by school corporations 
across the state.
“PRISM has a very solid installed 
base of users,” Carlson said. “We also 
have experienced dramatic growth 
over the last three years, both with 
teachers and student usage.”
Wednesday’s seminar was just one 
of many workshops that PRISM coor-
dinates for Indiana teachers and is part 
of an overall strategy that encompasses 
digital resources, distance education, 
teacher training, and EMERGE, a tele-
mentoring program designed to reach 
under-represented populations.
Airman charged with assault for 
HIV infections
Air Force Tech. Sgt. David Gutierrez has been charged with 
10 counts of aggravated assault for having sex with multiple 
partners without telling them of his HIV status. The airman, sta-
tioned at McConnell Air Force Base in Wichita, Kansas, repeat-
edly denied being infected when those partners inquired. Gutier-
rez and his wife had talked about opening a bed-and-breakfast 
for swingers. The military judge in the case – Lt. Col. William 
Muldoon – rejected a defense attorney’s request to dismiss the 
charges as unconstitutional, noting that past case law effectively 
prohibits Gutierrez from ever having sex in the future.
Vatican letters tells bishops not 
to report abuse
A newly revealed letter from the Vatican undermines persis-
tent claims by the church that bishops were never instructed to 
withhold evidence or suspicions from police. The letter, obtained 
by an Irish broadcaster, says that the policy (new at the time) 
requiring reporting of suspected crimes to police “gives rise to 
serious reservations of both a moral and canonical nature.” Ac-
tivists in Ireland have hailed the disclosure as a “smoking gun” 
proving that the Vatican ordered the cover up of child abuse in 
the church. The Vatican has yet to comment on the release of 
the letter.
Jobs’ leave causes Apple shares 
to fall
Apple CEO Steve Jobs caused a slight fall in stock on Tues-
day after a Monday announcement that he will be stepping away 
from day-to-day operations at Apple for undisclosed medical 
reasons. The fall was mitigated by the strong quarterly reports 
released by Apple on Tuesday; Apple only lost 2 percent of its 
valuation in midday trading. Industry analysts have also noted 
that the current directors of Apple, including COO Tim Cook and 
top design executive Jonathan Ive, have functioned well during 
Jobs’ past medical leaves. Jobs will stay on as CEO and continue 
to participate in large-scale decisions while on leave.














Wed. January 26th from 11am - 4pm in the SRC 
 
85 companies looking for full-time, intern and co-op  





An Indiana Science Initiative vendor speaks with one of the seminar attendees
about the new curriculum options.
Alex Mullans • The Rose Thorn
Awesome secluded 5-bed-
room house for rent on ap-
proximately 15-acres near 
Rose-Hulman.  Includes 
Living Room, Kitchen, 
Dining Area and Family 
Room, Recreation Room, 3 
Bathrooms/Showers, 2 car 
garage and swimming pool 
access when available dur-
ing season.  Rent is $1290.00 per month including 
all utilities except electric.  Available for the rest 
of this school year and then again for the next full 




Bennie Waters • staff writer
Those sick, wonderful mon-
sters at Nintendo have done it 
again. Who else could take a be-
loved character from my child-
hood, put him in a beautiful, 
immersive environment, and 
then use him to beat me merci-
lessly in the form of tidal waves, 
precise jump puzzles, and little 
pinchy crabs? Like they did last 
year with “New Super Mario 
Bros.,” Nintendo has made 
another callback to the Super 
Nintendo generation in the 
form of “Donkey Kong Country 
Returns.” And, just like Mario 
before it, the game is beautiful, 
majestic, and relentlessly frus-
trating. I loved every minute of 
it.
It takes a special game to 
use immense difficulty to keep 
a player hooked in. Surviving 
each level and collecting all of 
the hidden items are so satisfy-
ing that you feel like you’ve really 
accomplished something. Most 
levels, you won’t get through on 
your first try. You’ll die. A lot. 
The more you fail at this game, 
the more you can perfect your 
strategy, learning the timing of 
each jump in such a way that you 
develop the fine motor skills of 
a champion. But before you get 
to that point, you’ll probably get 
so frustrated by your failure that 
you throw your controller in rage 
and storm out of the room.
Despite the thrashing of limbs, 
the cursing and yelling at my TV 
and the subsequent confused 
looks from my roommates, this 
game compelled me to keep 
coming back for more. It’s rare 
that a game will have that effect. 
“Donkey Kong” has just the right 
mix of punishment and reward 
to keep you playing.
To go along with the stellar 
gameplay, it is also one of the 
most visually appealing titles 
available for the Wii to date. 
Each level was crafted in such 
a way that it draws you into the 
game. This is done in such a way 
that the levels are incredibly im-
mersive, while maintaining the 
same stylish appeal that the orig-
inal “Donkey Kong Country” had 
on the Super Nintendo. One par-
ticularly well done aspect is the 
way you interact with the level; 
it’s more than simply breaking 
open containers and jumping on 
enemies. The environment re-
acts to you, whether it be in the 
form of foliage swaying as you 
walk past, or the subtle move-
ment of the ground beneath your 
feet.
“Donkey Kong Country Re-
turns” is going to be one of the 
games that the Wii is remem-
bered for. As part of the resur-
gence in 2-D platforming, it 
takes the player back to a time 
when games didn’t spoon-feed 
you a victory; when gamers de-
pended on a combination of 
skill, intuition, and luck to solve 
problems. So dust off your Wii 
(I know you haven’t played it in 
months), and check it out.  You 
won’t be disappointed.
Review rating: 4.5 elephants
Ryne Bell • monkey writer
“The Vampire Diaries Origi-
nal Television Soundtrack” is 
an awesome compilation from 
a wide array of artists. Nota-
ble tracks include: “Sleep Alone 
(909s in the darktimes mix)” by 
Bat for Lashes, which maintains 
a driving beat behind a laid back 
groove with vocals at the fore-
front; “We Radiate” by Gold-
Frapp also focuses on vocals, but 
includes some very interesting 
arps and saws adding to its elec-
tronic feel. “We Radiate” has an 
exciting ebb and flow to its overall 
presentation which makes it one 
of the best songs on the album. 
“Obsession,” the centerpiece of 
this album and the debut single of 
Sky Ferreira, is a very good elec-
tropop piece, reminiscent of La 
Roux’s Bulletproof. “Head over 
Heels” by Digital Daggers is a 
complete change of pace, with 
a number of acoustic instru-
ments including piano, strings, 
and an acoustic drum set gen-
erating the primary melody, 
which is slow and reflective. 
“Fellowship” by the Smashing 
Pumpkins starts out with an 
electronic feel, and moves in 
and out of a more alternative 
rock sound. “1864” by Michael 
Suby closes the album with a 
driving, completely instrumental 
piece which leaves listeners on 
the edge.
Overall, this album is  a well 
put together collection of some 
great music by a good deal of 
well-known and not-so-well 
known artists. The ordering of 
songs makes it feel almost like 
one continuous story told from 
a number of perspectives. “The 
Vampire Diaries Original Tel-
evision Soundtrack” is very good, 
and you should listen to it.
Review Rating: 4 elephants
http://www.fanpop.com
Donkey Kong Country Returns is fun and frustrating
http://www.giantbomb.com
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Where did my day go?
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
Last week, Mitchell Ishmael wrote 
about writing in a journal and how it 
helped him with his problem. That arti-
cle got me to thinking about how I don’t 
write in my own journal anymore. At 
first I justified it by saying that I didn’t 
have anything to write about, but that 
just isn’t true. 
I’m studying abroad this year and even 
when I’m not traveling, there is always 
something to write about. The other 
two Americans in Magdeburg both keep 
blogs and update them at least once a 
week or so, so why can’t I find anything 
worth writing about? 
 My sister gave me my first real journal 
when I was in eighth grade and I record-
ed every minute detail of my day almost 
every night for years. I’m positive that 
my twenty-one year old self has more 
to write about than my thirteen year old 
self, so that can’t be the reason. 
The only other reason I could think 
of was that I didn’t have time to write in 
my journal. At the time, it seemed like I 
didn’t have time for a lot of my favorite 
things, such as reading and painting, 
and my not so favorite things, such as 
running. I couldn’t figure out where my 
time was going, so I decided to keep a 
journal of everything I do throughout 
the day. 
This may sound like I decided to keep 
a real journal, but it’s actually just a day 
planner where I record what I did dur-
ing that half hour block. My classes are 
written in it and there’s a place for a to-
do list on each page, which helps keep 
me organized and on top of things. I 
was hoping that seeing how much time 
I wasted each day would help me be 
more productive the next. Surprisingly, 
it worked. 
Seeing the word “Nothing” or “TV” 
several times on one page made me real-
ize that it wasn’t that I didn’t have time, 
I was just spending it incorrectly. I’m 
not saying that indulging in a little TV 
every day is a bad thing, but when the 
same Futurama episode is on TV three 
days in a row and I watch it each time 
because “it’s improving my German,” 
it’s time to turn off the television and 
find something else to do. 
Since I started my day planner jour-
nal, I’ve been able to get more done each 
day. I can spend an hour or more each 
day on homework for each class and 
still have time to read for an hour and 
paint a picture. The planner also helps 
me to see where I can multi-task. I can 
read a chapter or two in my book while 
I’m cooking dinner, watch a bit of TV af-
ter my run while I’m getting ready, and 
study while waiting for my laundry. 
Day planner journaling might not 
catch on as a fad, but it can help every-
one realize where they are wasting time 
during the week. If you don’t think you 
have time for things you enjoy, try keep-
ing a journal of everything you do for 
one week. You might realize you have 
some extra time where you usually stare 
at the wall or you could find an activity 
that you can cut from your routine. 
Day planner journaling opened my 
eyes to how much time I was wasting. I 
hope it can do the same for you. 
Melissa Schwenk • living editor
At the Thorn there are certain things 
we can’t write about. Drinking is one 
of them, since most of our readers are 
under the legal age of consumption. 
We aren’t allowed to casually men-
tion it in articles and aren’t allowed to 
have a drink recipe of the week, which 
I am fine with; there are plenty of 
iPhone apps out there that can sug-
gest a drink and tell you how to mix 
it. However, this also means that im-
portant drinking issues don’t get dis-
cussed. 
For anyone who has been living un-
der a rock and not reading my articles, 
I’m studying in Germany, the land of 
cheap beer and lederhosen. Still, I’ve 
never seen a German fall-down drunk 
except at Oktoberfest. The reason for 
this is that they drink responsibly. 
While they can shot-gun a beer with 
superhuman speed, they don’t break 
this skill out at parties like Americans 
tend to. Instead, they casually drink 
their beer while dancing or standing 
around at a party. Their goal isn’t to 
get drunk but to have a good time. 
A comparison with American par-
ties provides a striking distinction. 
Germans will buy a few crates of beer 
for the entire party, while “good” 
parties in America will have a keg or 
two. German guests help themselves 
to the beverages, pacing themselves 
throughout the night so as to maintain 
a buzz without getting drunk. Ameri-
can guests start the night out with a 
few shots to get a buzz going, then 
play a few drinking games, then con-
tinually drink until the party is over 
and there are multiple people passed 
out on couches. 
Remember, the above comparison 
is only a generalization; I’m sure there 
are some Germans who over indulge 
and I know many Americans who 
drink responsibly. It just seems to me 
that Germans are better informed on 
how drinking effects their bodies. I 
was told by one American at the end 
of a party that she just kept getting 
drunker even though she hadn’t had 
anything to drink in an hour. 
For those of you wondering why that 
is, it’s because your body can only me-
tabolize about one drink an hour. So 
since she drank at least two and a half 
drinks each hour for about 4 hours, 
it was no surprise to me that she felt 
stronger effects as her body caught up 
with her. 
We as a country just aren’t educated 
about drinking. This is probably be-
cause we can’t drink while we’re in 
high school, when we’re taught about 
safe sex, or abstinence for more con-
servative states, by professionals. 
We’re simply thrown into a bar on our 
21st birthday and told to figure it out. 
It isn’t until years later when we check 
into rehab or go to AA that we learn 
important facts about alcohol. 
To any readers who are going to 
drink, please educate yourself about 
alcohol. More than 40 college students 
nationwide die from it each year. You’re 
paying enough for a Rose-Hulman edu-
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We’ve all had that class. That one Humanities and 
Social Sciences (HSS) class that always seems to get 
pushed aside when other classes have homework 
due, or there’s a project deadline 
looming. The one where we won’t 
do the reading for weeks at a time 
just because there’s so much go-
ing on. The one we derisively call 
“not a real class” in front of our 
friends.
Rose-Hulman students have 
developed a mindset that be-
cause they’re in school for engi-
neering, science, or math, HSS 
classes aren’t as important or 
don’t matter in the long run. 
This past week, numerous stu-
dents registered for HSS classes based on how 
easy they were, or whether the professor teaching 
them was popular—not based on interest level or 
a genuine desire to learn.
There’s something seriously wrong with that at-
titude. As engineers, especially at Rose-Hulman, we 
may like to revel a bit in our #1 re-
cord or our outstanding technical 
curriculum, but nothing here ex-
cuses us from needing an appre-
ciation of other disciplines. The 
requirements—nine HSS classes 
for most majors—are minimal 
enough compared to technical 
courses, and the experience and 
knowledge of other fields we gain 
from those courses more than 
make up for the time taken.
Another common argument is 
the “when am I ever going to need 
this” discussion. Yes, it’s true: you may not be learn-
ing particular skills in HSS classes that can be used 
directly on the job. But if your outlook on school is so 
limited that 





you for the job market, then you may be leading a 
rather narrow and monotonous life.
The humanities and social sciences are indeed a 
minority at Rose-Hulman, and we shouldn’t change 
that—the Institute has established a reputation as 
a leading school in science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math. Our focus isn’t in HSS. But to allow 
our students to so blatantly treat the HSS courses as 
second-class citizens puts to shame the multidisci-
plinary, talented nature of our graduates.
So the next time you’re tempted to put aside HSS 
homework or reading for something else, think 
twice—is that class really less deserving of your time 
than any other?
Should an edition of Twain’s Huckleberry Finn 
be printed with offensive words censored?
Staff view: Humanities 







oped a mindset 
that... HSS classes 
aren’t as important.
point • counterpoint
Yes: It is more 
important that 
the books are 
read than that 
the individual 
words are kept.
Carly Baehr • opinions editor
An edition of Mark Twain’s “The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn” is being 
published with the book’s 219 instances 
of “the n-word” replaced with “slave,” 
and all instances of the word “injun” 
replaced with “Indian.” Many people 
object to the change, saying that remov-
ing the offending word is censorship and 
will dilute the impact of Twain’s mes-
sage. However, the pur-
pose of the message is 
lost entirely if it doesn’t 
reach the readers at 
all—and the presence of 
219 “n-words” has kept 
the book out of many 
high school literature 
classes and libraries.
The fact is, the ra-
cially charged nature of 
the word deters many 
people from reading the 
book—as a writer I can’t 
print it comfortably in 
this article—and if peo-
ple are distracted by controversial word 
choice, they are paying less attention to 
the meaning of the word in context and 
the message Twain is trying to convey 
with it in the book. Even if the message 
is diluted, the change makes the book 
more accessible to today’s youth, both by 
taking it off the banned books list and by 
increasing its readability.
As a Twain lover myself, I feel that 
preserving Twain’s works as he wrote 
them is important. However, it is more 
important that they are read and pre-
served at all, and if a single word stands 
between the book and its readers, sacri-
ficing the word for the sake of the book 
suddenly doesn’t sound as bad. “Huckle-
berry Finn” has been on the list of most-
banned books for years, largely due to 
its racially charged language. Having a 
book banned entirely is as extreme as 
you can get on the spectrum of censor-
ship, so replacing a word seems like a 
pretty reasonable compromise. Besides, 
the publisher of the new edition isn’t 
insisting that no versions contain the 
original wording, just that one edition be 
altered. No one is suggesting the original 
version be destroyed, just that a second 
option be available. Twain’s works are in 
the public domain, and the publisher has 
the legal right to print the book without 
the offensive words.
Trading the “n-word” for “slave” is 
similar to bleeping out the profanity on 
TV shows during the 
day. It’s irritating, but it 
isn’t the same thing as 
keeping the show off the 
air entirely. Obviously, 
Twain chose his words 
carefully and for good 
reasons, but the words 
he chose over a century 
ago have a different im-
pact than they did at the 
time. Perhaps “slave” 
is not the right word to 
replace the “n-word” 
in the text, but that is 
a separate argument 
from the decision to remove the offend-
ing word. If schools are going to discuss 
the historical context and meaning of the 
book, they first need to read the book—
and getting the modified edition off the 
list of banned books is the first step.
Colin DeClue • entertainment editor
Censorship is wrong. It may seem 
trite to say, but censorship takes things 
away from our children. Recently, ver-
sions of Mark Twain’s classic “The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn” have 
been censored to replace the “n-word” 
with “slave.” This is bad for a variety 
of reasons, all centered on the fact that 
they’re hurting the people they’re trying 
to “protect.” The histor-
ical context of the word 
is important to note, 
so taking this from our 
children is hurting their 
historical knowledge. 
It’s a word that can’t be 
avoided in modern cul-
ture, so trying to censor 
its usage in a historical 
context is a foolish at-
tempt to control more 
than we should. Most 
significantly, perhaps, 
is the fact that censor-
ing “Huck Finn” does 
a poorer job of pointing out racism and 
promoting equality than “Huck Finn” 
does in its original form.
At best, censorship removes historical 
context from works. These books were 
written in a different time, when different 
language was used in everyday life. The 
easiest way to get an idea of the language 
of an era, and to get an idea of how lan-
guage evolves, is to read books from that 
era. The trite saying “Those who cannot 
remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it” is remarkably accurate in this 
context. We need to know the history of 
this word so that we can appreciate how 
it has changed over time and how it re-
ceived the connotation it has today. This 
word is an important 
part of our culture, and 
we can’t ignore it just 
because of white guilt. 
The only thing that does 
is rob our children of 
the context surrounding 
our outrage.
Furthermore, this 
word is not a word that 
can be avoided in mod-
ern culture. To recog-
nize the consequences 
of using it in the wrong 
context, we need to 
know the history be-
hind it. With rap music and modern 
culture in general, our kids will hear the 
word, and hear it outside of the context 
where it will be useful to them. To really 
protect them, we need to provide them 
with the tools to understand the history 
of the word.
Most importantly, “Huck Finn” uses 
the word to point out the absurdity of 
the race relations during the time pe-
riod. Jim is the only good character in 
the novel. He raises Huck, provides him 
with morals, and teaches him about the 
world, all while protecting him. The fact 
that he does this while at the whim of 
Huck’s mercy, as evidenced by the let-
ter Huck threatens to send, further 
shows his high character in the face of 
low expectations. The censors are trying 
to remove the word because it’s a “bad 
word,” and we shouldn’t call people bad 
words, but the text does a much better 
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An Alabama publishing company is planning a version of Mark Twain’s “The Ad-
ventures of Huckleberry Finn” with the “n-word” replaced with “slave.” The move 
has sparked debate, some saying that the censorship dilutes the message of the novel.
Men’s Track and Field unanimous 









Fines will not be levied against Ron Art-
est of the Los Angeles Lakers nor Los An-
geles ClipperBlake Griffin after the NBA 
rescinded the calls against the two on 
Monday.  In the Sunday afternoon Lak-
ers loss, Lamar Odom of the Lakers and 
Clippers guard Baron Davis were lined 
up to rebound a free throw when Odom 
said he felt like Griffin pushed him force-
fully in the back, causing him to push the 
rookie backwards.  When Davis came to 
the defense of his teammate, a shout-
ing match ensued which led to the ejec-
tion of all four players, including Artest, 
who simply pulled his teammate from 
the scuffle.  All four players were fined 
$4,000 - $2,000 for a technical foul and 
$2,000 for an ejection – but the penal-
ties against Artest and Griffin have been 
rescinded and the fines nullified.  Re-
cently officials also rescinded a techni-
cal foul against Lakers center Andrew 
Bynum that was called during the game 
against the New York Knicks in a recent 
trend of overly cautious referees that 
admit they are just trying to not “make 
any mistakes and get chastised for it.”
The NFL players’ union filed an expect-
ed collusion claim against the league’s 
owners this past week, accusing teams 
of conspiring to restrict the players’ 
salaries last offseason.  The league 
extended the 90-day deadline.  NFL 
owners and players are working to ne-
gotiate a collective bargaining agree-
ment to replace the labor contract 
which is set to expire in March.  To 
be included in the agreement are the 
splitting of league revenues, the pos-
sibility of an 18-game season, a wage 
scale for rookies, and pensions for for-
mer players.  The union is also bring 
forth a complaint about the TV con-
tracts established for next year, stating 
that players’ revenue is not maximized 
as agreed upon between the players 
and the league.  The contracts cur-
rently ensure $4 billion in TV revenue 
will be earned by the league next sea-
son whether or not a lockout occurs.
Indiana State’s senior guard Jake Kelly 
sank a free throw with under a second re-
maining in regulation to push the Syca-
mores over the Missouri State Bears.  A 
steal on the last play of the game clinched 
the 70 – 69 victory for the Sycamores 
after a first half marked by struggle and 
a constant deficit.   Shooting 75 percent 
from beyond the arc in the second half 
and 48 percent from the floor for the du-
ration of the game, the Sycamores placed 
three players in double figures, led by se-
nior guard Aaron Carter with 19 points. 
ISU have now won 13 straight games at 
home, improving to 7 – 1 in league play 
and claiming a share of the top spot in 
the Missouri Valley Conference, this 
season marking the first time that ac-
complishment has been made since the 
2000 – 2001 season.  Hoping to defend 
their spot, the Sycamores will travel to 
Wichita State to challenge the No. 2 
team in the conference this Saturday.
ISU claims share 
of MVC top spot
Rose-Hulman News
The Rose-Hulman Institute of 
Technology men’s track and field 
team has been unanimously selected 
as the preseason favorite to capture 
the inaugural Heartland Collegiate 
Athletic Conference Indoor Track and 
Field championship, in balloting by 
league coaches released today.
The Fightin’ Engineers have won 
three consecutive HCAC Outdoor 
Track and Field titles and won the 
Hoosier-Buckeye Invitational featur-
ing HCAC indoor squads from 2007-
10.
Junior Sutton Coleman was named 
HCAC Outdoor Men’s Track Athlete 
of the Year last spring after capturing 
three individual titles and one relay 
crown. Coleman earned top honors 
in the 110-hurdles, 400-hurdles and 
triple jump.
Other returning conference cham-
pions from the 2010 outdoor squad 
include junior Micah Aldrich in the 
3,000-meter steeplechase and sen-
ior Derek Bischak in the 1,500-meter 
run.
All-conference team members from 
relay teams from 2010 included soph-
omore Josh Selig, senior Paul Bouag-
non from the 4-x-400 meter relay 
team, and sophomore Michael John-
son and sophomore Jake Whitsitt in 
the 4-x-100 meter relay.
The wom-
en’s squad 
was picked to 
finish fifth in 
the preseason 
poll of league 
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c o n f e r e n c e 
c h a m p i o n s 
s o p h o m o r e 
Tanya Colonna 
(Brecksvi l le , 
Ohio) in the 
pole vault and 
s o p h o m o r e 
Creasy Clauser 
in the 800 me-
ters.
The Fightin’ Engineers return to ac-
tion at the Rose-Hulman Friday Night 
Invitational this weekend.  The HCAC 
Indoor Championships will take place 
on Feb. 19 at Anderson University.
Kurtis Zimmerman • staff writer
Coming off a strong defensive ef-
fort which led to a 56 – 38 win 
against Mount St. Joseph this past 
weekend, the Engineers came into 
Hulbert Arena looking to prove to 
the Hanover College Panthers that a 
rank is just a number.
And that they did. The annual 
Greek Night game packed Rose-Hul-
man students into the bleachers for 
an intense shootout that saw the En-
gineers overcome the No. 17 Panthers 
66 – 64. The top team in the Heart-
land Collegiate Athletic Conference, 
Hanover came to Terre Haute on an 
11-game winning streak that would 
be lost on a streak of missed free 
throws that plagued the Panthers’ 
first half. Shooting 30% from the free 
throw line in the first twenty minutes 
of play, Hanover’s men struggled to 
keep up with the Rose-Hulman of-
fense. The Engineers kept up their 
lead by sinking 17 of their 20 free 
throws in the second half.
Rose-Hulman put three players in 
double figures, with sophomore civil 
engineering major Austin Weath-
erford leading the Engineer offense 
with 21 points and a career-high 13 
rebounds. Sophomore electrical en-
gineering student Nate Gissentanner 
and freshman civil engineering stu-
dent Julian Strickland each contrib-
uted 12 points.
While Rose-Hulman at one point 
led by seven points, the Wednesday 
night game showcased the simi-
lar abilities of the two teams. Both 
teams were a little under 50% from 
the field, the Engineers had just one 
more rebound than the Panthers at 
31, and each team claimed 11 assists 
and 14 turnovers. The Panthers were 
outscored by just one point in each 
half, but the excitement in the arena 
suggested otherwise.
The passionate crowd was drawn 
to the game by Alpha Tau Omega’s 
annual Greek Night, which featured 
food and cash do-
nations accept-
ed for Catholic 




mance from the 
cheer squad kept 
the student sec-
tion alive for the 
tight second half.
When the final 
buzzer sounded, 
the men celebrat-
ed their first vic-
tory over a nation-
ally ranked team 
since they topped 
No. 8 Trinity Col-
lege in early 2000. 
Driven by an in-
tense crowd, the 
Engineers were 
cheered on by the 
largest home au-
dience of the sea-
son, with 625 in 
attendance, dou-
ble their average 
crowd in Hulbert 
Arena.
The win boosted the Engineers 
to 11 – 5 overall and 5 – 4 in HCAC 
matchups, while Hanover College 
dropped to 12 – 3 and 8 – 1 in con-
ference play. The Rose-Hulman 
men’s basketball team will travel to 
Defiance College this Saturday at-
tempting to claim another confer-
ence win.
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“This is a nice pen. 
That’s what happiness 
is - nice pens.” 
 — Dr. Mr. Holder.  
Sunshine, rainbows, 
and ponies not includ-
ed.
“So, here’s the problem...
if I have this vector 
U2, and I say I can find 
its transpose but I still 
haven’t found what I’m 
looking for, only two 
people get it... If you 
have a way to relate 
vectors to Fifty Cents, 
let me know.”
 —Dr. Leader.  Kids 
these days...
“There’s no crying in 
baseball, but there’s a 
LOT of crying in engi-
neering..”
 —Dr. Rogge, who 
pretty much described 
my entire sophomore 
year.
 “I love chalk, because 
you can draw on your 
pants with it and it 
washes out!”
 — Dr. Livesay, tak-
ing pant fashion to 
a whole new, dusty, 
smudgy level.
Rose Profs say crazy 
things. E-mail them 
to the Flipside at 
thorn-flipside@
rose-hulman.edu
Rose Men of Genius
Celebrating the unsung heroes of Rose-Hulman Noël Spurgeon • humor editor
Today, we salute you, Mr. Zero-Credit Freshman.  Having slept through the most stressful 
thirty seconds of the quarter, your schedule lies barren and empty.  To your horror, pre-
registration is no longer an option: the Gods of Banner Web have abandoned you, leaving you 
to fend for yourself in a world of pre-dawn registration and first hour classes.  Staring at a 
slate full of classes packed to capacity, you know what you must do.  The next week will be a 
haze of add/drop forms, meetings with the registrar, and nightmares filled with telling your 
disappointed mother that you won’t be needing student loans because you forgot to register.  
But fear not, oh forgetful freshman.  Although the journey will be long and arduous, you will 
have your classes.  Your classes may be early,  and your electives may be strange, but you will 
receive credit.  And that’s what it’s all about.  So here’s to you, oh subpar scheduler… may you 
always remember to set your alarm. 
This is the Flipside disclaimer, where I write things and you sometimes read them. All unattributed content was written by Noël Spurgeon, who only likes snow on weekends.  So... we’ve reached the halfway mark.  And there’s career fair in a week!  Which means we all get to be 
incredibly jealous of those CS guys who can show up in shorts and still get hired.  Also, we were considering using Duke Nukem for the Top Ten, but we realized that if you went to the bar with him, your drink would never, ever come.  Thank you, I’ll be here all week.
Top “10” Ten
Video game characters to take to the bar
Matt Melton and Noël Spurgeon • Level 60 pub crawlers
10. Commander Sheppard (Mass Effect) – So he could teach me 
his ways.
9. Master Chief (Halo) – Either he puts his visor down for once, 
or you won’t have to buy him a drink all night!
8. Star Fox (Star Fox) – Give him a few drinks, and if he doesn’t 
realize it’s a trap, you can quickly do a barrel roll off your bar stool 
(or try a somersault), steal his keys, and go fly the Arwing!
7. Link (Zelda) – Let him whip out his ocarina, play “The Song of 
Time,” and anyone’s 21! 
6. Solid Snake (Metal Gear Solid) – Of all the video games sol-
diers, you know this guy has got the best war stories.
5. Chell (Portal) – First she loses her companion cube, then she 
finds out the cake is a lie. She could use a drink.  And another.  And 
probably another after that.
4. Luigi (Mario Bros.) – He is hands down the ultimate wingman. 
I mean, there’s a reason that Mario always ends up with Princess 
Peach.
3. Zero-suit Samus (Metroid) – Not only would she get free drinks 
all night, but inevitably, some guy would say something stupid / 
classless to her, and she’d ninja kick the crap out of him.
2. Unreal Tournament Announcer (Unreal Tournament) – Be-
cause after I finish my fifth beer, it would be incredibly awesome to 
hear “KILLING SPREE!”
1. Gordon Freeman (Half-Life) – Not only is he also full of good 
stories, but if you’d like to get hammered and argue theoretical 
physics, he’d actually be able to keep up. In fact, he’d probably de-
stroy you.  With his crowbar.
Wants to date your sister 5500 Wabash Avenue, Box 9000 • Terre Haute, Indiana 47803 (216) IAM -HOTT • single@rose-hulman.edu 
 
 
Objective: Seeking a warming position in your arms  
 
  
Education: Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology 
Bachelor of Science: Seduction Engineering 
Status: Junior 
Related Courses:  A.D.E.S., Design for Dateability, M.O.M.S, Disco, Gender Studies,  
Anatomy 
 





Skills: • Experienced in several types of massage, including sensual and Shiatsu 
• Leadership skills developed through Rose-Hulman Leadership Academy as well as 
in prior employment in a managerial capacity 
• Excellent communication habits as a result of unbelievable oral abilities 
 
  
Experience: Chippendales Entertainment 
Dancer/Performer 
• Saved the company $200,000 a year by being a beast 
• Awarded sexiest body and Performer of Millennium as of 2010 
• Featured in Playgirl, May 2008 Issue 
• Designed, prototyped, and tested “Ultra-Tight” Black Slacks, which became the in-
dustry standard as of September 2009 
• Applied Six-Sigma techniques to accurately test and select appropriate material 
for the soundproof “Exclusive Member’s Room” 
 
Hooker, OK 
June 2007 – Present 
 Extreme Yoga-R-Us 
Lead Body Bender/Flexer 
• Provided “support” for new students during and after hours 
• Credited with developing the “Upright Seated Angle” yoga position 
• Responsible for students proper position and technique 
• Addressed emergency issues within the building in a timely and effective manner 
(including, but not limited to, wardrobe malfunctions) 
 
Intercourse, PA 
Fall 2000 – Present 
 Family Farm Worker 
Tractor Driver 
• Inspiration for the popular Kenney Chesney song “She Thinks My Tractor’s Sexy” 
 
French Lick, IN 
Fall and Spring Seasons 
 
  
Activities: • NBWA (National Bear Wrestling Association) Champion, Midwestern Conference 
• Graduate of Rose-Hulman Leadership Academy 
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